[Detection and effect of telomerase activity in oral mucosal squamous cell carcinoma].
To study telomerase activity in 20 oral squamous cell carcinoma(SCC), and 10 normal oral tissues and 9 oral SCC and 9 adjacent normal tissue. A modified PCR-based telomeric repeat amplification protocal assay(TRAP) was used. The telomerase activity was significantly higher in SCC than that of normal mucosa, and than that of adjacent tissue as well. These findings indicated that telomerase activation might be a critical step in the formation and development of cancer.